
Last of the Contracts Soon Will
Be Signed.

THIRTY MILLIONS INVOLVED

Most Important Step in the Develop¬
ment of the Islands.

RESOURCES MADE AVAILABLE

Should Contribute Largely to the

Prosperity of the Archipelago.
Engineers on Their Way.

FY WILLIAM E CURTIS.
Written for The Star «n«l the Chicago Record-

Herald.
The arrangements for carrying out the

plans of the government for a system of
railways In the Philippines are about con¬
cluded. and the last of the contracts will
be signed in a few days. They Involve the
construction of several hundred miles of
track and the expenditure of about 130,000,-
000, most of It within the limits of the
iriand*. The project recommended by a

commission of engineers while Secretary
Taft was governor general will be followed
?ery closelv with a view to the development
of the great natural resources that are now
Inaccessible, as well as providing suitable
transportation facilities for those sections
Which are most thoroughly settled and cul¬
tivated.
Contracts for about 40f> miles of track In

the Island of Luton have been agreed upon
by Secretarv Taft and John G. Milburn, at¬
torney for James Speyer & Co., the well-
known bankers of New York; the terms
have been approved by the Philippine com¬
mission at Manila, and the papers will be
signed as soon as they are received. Con¬

tracts for 300 mile* of track In the Islands
of Panay. Negros and Cebu have already
been signed by J. G. White & Co. of New
York, representing a syndicate Incorporated
under the title of the Philippine Railway
Company, and composed of that Arm. Chas.
M. Swift of Detroit. Cornelius Vanderbllt
of New York. Mr. Wilson, president of the
Lincoln Trust Company, New York; Heldel-
bach. Ikelhelmer A Co. and the Interna¬
tional Banking Corporation.
The Soever contract carries no subsidy,

but a perpetual franchise. The Philippine
Railway Company also has a perpetual
franchise, and the government of the islands
guarantees 5 per cent interest upon Ofi per
cent of the actual coot of construction for
a term of thirty years.

Engineer Beard's Surveying Project.
Tlie government will be represented in the

construction by General Inspector F. A.
Mollltor. formerly chief engineer of the
Choctaw railway in Oklahoma and Indian
Territory. Speyer & Co. have not yet an¬
nounced the personnel of their organisation.
The chief engineer for J. G. White & Co.
will be Mr. Edward J. Beard, who has had
twenty-five years' experience In the loca¬
tion of Important railways throughout the
¦west and south. He was at one time a con¬
tracting engineer, and built the street and
suburban rallwavs of Merlden, Miss., in

then became chief engineer of the New
Orleans and Northwestern road, and in 1S1H
was engaged In the cohstruotlon of the
Kansas City, Pittsburg and Gulf railroad.
In 1KWS he built the Gila Valley, Globe and
Northern railroad of Arizona, and in 18U7
the railroads of the Boston and Montana
Capper Company In Arlona. In 190C he
was appointed assistant chief engineer of
the Rock Island system, and held that posi¬
tion until a few weeks ago. when he re¬
signed to take charge of the construction of
the new roads in the Philippines.
On the 29th of April Mr. Beard started

with fifty engineers and surveyors, chosen
mostly from his former subordinates In the
west. In special oars for Seattle, where they
sailed for Manila by the steamship Minne¬
sota. The party will be divided Into three
groups, and commence a preliminary sur¬
vey Immediately upon their arrival. They
have six months to select their route, which
must be submitted to and approved by the
commission at Manila. They have three
years to complete the roads from the date
of the approval of the route. The engi¬
neers are accompanied by a medical staff,
and special provisions have been made for
protecting their health In the tropical cll-
in&te. The rank and file of the pioneer corps
in the field, rodraen. axmen and laborers,
¦will be made up of native Filipinos, who will
b» advanced to more responsible positionswhenever thev show sufficient aptitude. The
railways In these Islands will be narrow-
gauge.

Must Send Timber to Manila.
All the material will be shipped from the

United States, and It Is a significant com¬
mentary upon conditions In the Islands
that with the gieatest forests In the world
almost within sight, It Is necessary to carry
building timber across the Pacific ocean.
J- O. White & Co. are now engaged uponseveraJ Important contracts In the Philip¬pines, and are uslr.g nothing but Oregonpine, carried across the Pacific ocean be¬
cause it Is more economical Uian to buythe timber only a few miles away. The
reason for this Is the lack of saw mills
and transportation facilities. One purposeof the new railroad 1s to enable this abund¬
ant and valuable timber of the Philippines
to reach a market. The Island of Negroshas one of the finest forests In the world
and is the greutest sugar-producing terri¬
tory of the archipelago. Cebu ts also cap¬able of producing much sugar and con¬
tain* extensive coal deposits, which have
been tested by the United States navy with
good results, and when developed will In¬
fluence the whole commerce of the Pacific
ocean. Panay can produce sugar and rice
in abundance.
In the construction of the railroads In

«'ebu, Panay and Negros Mr. Beard will
be assisted by Mr Lawrence E. Bennett,
an engineer of wide experience in Spanish
and eastern countries. He was formerly
general superintendent of the famous Oroya
railroad In Peru and built a division of
that road which Is notable for being the
most elevated piece of railroad construc¬
tion In the world, crossing the Andes at an
altitude of more than 13.<K)0 feet. Mr.
Bennett spent several years in Slam, where
he built the Korat railway and was con¬
sulting engineer for that government in
other public works. In 1901 he went to the
Philippines to act in a similar capacity to
Gov. Tuft and outlined the scheme of
transportation which is now being carried
out.
The railroads to be built in the Philip¬

pines by J G Whit* & Co. will involve an
Investment of something like I11.0U0.0U0.

The Speyer Lines.
James Speyer & Co. refused to bid on the

basis of the original government plan, but
have since tendered a modified proposition,
which has been accepted by Secretary Taft
and will be carried into effect. Speyer &
Co. now control the Manila railway com¬

pany. an English corporation which owns
the only railway In the archipelago, from
Manila to Dsgu|>«n. under a franchise con¬
tinuing for eighty years. The same com¬
pany is building several branches or feeders
to the existing line, aggregating about sev¬
enty-five miles, under a concession from
the Philippine government. It now pro¬
poses to extend the present truck* from
I>agus>an seventy-five miles to the town of
San Fernando, and build a branch twenty-
five miles long to the foot of the moun¬
tains In which Benguet. the summtr capi¬
tal of the Philippines, has been located.
The government wanted Speyer & Co. to
continue this line up into the mountains
of Benguet. but they declined to do so on
the ground that It would furnish business
for only about six months In the year, and
therefore could not be profitable. A wagon
road has been constructed by the govern¬
ment from the proposed terminus and lines
of stages will be established.

Other Lines From Manila.
Speyer & Co. will also build a road sev¬

enty miles long from the city of Manila to

the town of Batangas, and two branches
therefrom, one to Santa Crui. a distance
Of twenty-fire miles, and the other to the

town of Lucena & distance of thirty-fire
miles, making a total of 130 miles. They
also agree to build a line from Paaacao
through Nueva Caceres to the town of
Llgao. thence to Tabaco amT thence to
Uas-aspt, the main line and branch being
approximately 100 miles. Bpeyer ft C8.
will be given additional franchises for half
a dozen feeders to their road already con¬
structed, and to those which they propose
to build, and which are not included in tb*
original project of the government
Speyer & Co., however, receive no subsi¬

dies. They have sufficient confidence in
the succesa of the proposed roads to con¬
struct them without assistance. At first
they demanded a guarantee from Secre¬
tary Taft that no franchises will be granted
to any other person or corporation to par¬
allel the lines which they propose to build,
but that condition was refused. The gov¬
ernment of the United States does not
grant monopolies, but Secretary Taft felt
perfectly willing to give Speyer St Co. an
assurance that their interests would be pro¬
tected from unfair competition as long as
the management of their road received the
approval of the government and was satis¬
factory to the people. Furthermore, Speyer
& Co. have been assured that additional
franchises will be granted them for roads
in other parts of the Island of Luzon with¬
out subsidies or guarantees whenever they
are ready to build them.

Important Step In Development.
The railways thus provided for will bring

the most important Mrrlcultural, mineral
and timber resource* of the Philippines
within easy distance of Manila, and will
furnish the planters of the three other Im¬
portant islands facilities for carrying their
crops to market. It is the first important
step in the material development of the
Islands, and ought to contribute very large¬
ly to their prosperity. The coal and timber
are almost invaluable. The Navy Depart¬
ment alone sends about 90,000 tons of coal
from the United States to the Philippine
Islands alone every year, and it has to be
carried in ships from Norfolk. Every stick
of timber and lumber used by the army or
the navy is transported across the Pacific
ocean from Puget sound, notwithstanding
the abundant supply of alt varieties al¬
most In sight of the place where the cargoes
are landed. Fort McKlnley, the great mil¬
itary post in the Philippines, about five
miles from Manila, with accommodations
for 8,000 troops, was built almost entirely
of Oregon pine, simply because there are
no sawmills In the archipe4ago and no
means of bringing lumber out of the forests
if It were cut. As soon as the railroads
are completed there Is likely to be a great
boom in timber land, but the government
has wisely adopted a code of regulations
under which the forests are to be preserv ed
and protected. Any one who can pay the
fee will be given a license to cut timber
from the public lands, but be cannot strip
them. He can only take out such trees as
are indicated by the experts of the forestry-
bureau. By the enforcement of such rules
it Is believed that timber in the Philippines
can be made to last forever.
Coal lands may be taken up by filing

locations Just as if they were situated in
the United States. Similar laws and rules
of procedure prevail and enormous fortunes
arc awaiting for the men who ihave the en¬

terprise to undertake the work.

A FIERCE FOREST FIRE

200 MILES SQUARE BUBNED IN

NORTHERN MICHIGAN.

Reports from Kscanaba and Gladstone,
Mich., via Detroit, state that a disastrous
forest fire is raging in the Upper Peninsula
In the neighborhood of the two cities men¬
tioned. It is reported that three towns
have been destroyed, that thirty square
miles of territory have been devastated and
that several persons have been burned to
death. The reports of loss of life by the
forest fires are very vague and jnay prove
ungrounded. During: the evening persistent
efforts were made by the Detroit news¬

papers to get Into telegraphic communica¬
tion with Bscanaba via St. Ignace, but
without success, the telegraph lines having
evidently been badly crippled by the fires.
The Detroit News, however, received sev¬
eral briej dispatches from Menominee and
Marquette via Milwaukee and Chicago.
According to dispatches fires have been

burning northwaird along the Chicago and
Northwestern railway, which runs due
north from Menominee. The village of Tal¬
bot, twenty-eight miles north of Menominee,
It is thought, will be totally destroyed.
Daggett and Powers are In the direct path
of the flames and can hardly escape de¬
struction. The latter village Is located at
the Junction, where the Chicago and North¬
western branches eastward and ¦westward,
the eastward branch running to Escanaba.
From Marquette comes the report that a

dozen farmers have been burned out In
what Is known as the Chocolay district,
south of Marquette. Great quantities of
timber have been destroyed, and many fish¬
ing parties, with which the woods are filed
at this season, narrowly escaped disaster.

Villages and Farm Houses Doomed.
The village of Saunders is reported wiped

out of existence. Qulnnesec, a village of
1,000 population, about 6ix miles from
Menominee, Is burning. Reports from
Menominee estimate that half a dozen vil¬
lages and hundreds of farm buildings will
be entirely destroyed. The Meno-minee fire
department Is holding itself in readiness for
an expected appeal to try to save the vil¬
lage of Daggett.
A heavy pall of smoke hangs over the city

of Menominee, the moon and stars shining
dimly through from a sky that Is perfectly
clear, and the light of the forest fires can
be clearly seen to the northward. A heavy
south wind that blew all day subsided about
6 o'clock, but at 9:10 was again blowing a

gale.
Fire Area 200 Miles Square.

A dispatch from Marinette, Wis., last

night says: The best Information obtain¬
able at this hour Is that the forest fire
which Is sweeping the county north of here
has reached Iron county, north of Dickin¬
son. This makes four counties which are

suffering from fire. The area Is 200 square
miles.
The country swept by the flames varies

from pine timber land to barrens. Part Is
iron mining country, and the district In¬
cludes immense tracts of hardwood which
lias never been touched by the ax. In the
barrens Bettlers have taken up their resi¬
dence, and*lt Is for these that the greatest
anxiety Is felt.
Information received at Marinette Is that

the village of Shaffer, on the Metropolitan
branch of the railway, in Dickinson county,
was wiped out. No word could be received
as to the loss of life there If any has oc¬
curred. Shaffer is a lumber town, owned
by the Cleveland Cliff Company. The vil¬
lage consisted of a big mill and a couple of
hotels, with warehouses and headquarters
for the lumber camps. The village of
Saunders, In Iron county, a lumber town,
directly north of Florence. Wis., has also
been swept by the flames. Here, as at Shaf¬
fer, many may have met death. The town
consists of a few residences, four saloons,
a couple of hotels and a big sawmill.

Six Blocks Burned.
A dispatch from Stanley, Wis., last night

says: Fire, started by a spark from a saw¬

mill, this afternoon burned 100 residences
and a dozen business buildings, entailing
a loss of 1200,000. Six blocks were burned
out. The flames were blown by a high wind
from the west, and so rapid was the prog¬
ress of the fire that little was saved from
the houses. The public library was on fire
several times, but the walls of the build¬
ing and most of the books were saved. En¬
gines and firemen from Thorpe, Eau Claire,
3nd Chippewa Falls kept the flames out of
the main business quarter.
Fire in the lumber yards of Phillips &

Menzmer, at Marathon City, burned 3,000,-
000 feet of lumber, valued at $50,000. The
woods north of Marathon City are burning
fiercely.

Soldiers' Home Band Concert.
A concert will be given by the Home Band.

J. S. M. Zimmerman, bandmaster, at the
Soldiers' Home. Monday, May 21, from 4 to
5:30 p.m. The program follows: March,
"The Gridiron," Pryor; overture, "Feast of
the Lanterns." Bennet; solo for cornet, "For
All Eternity," Mascheronl (musician, Carl

Carlton): selection. "Jaclnta," Robyn;
entr' acte, "Love's Dream After the Ball,"
Ciibulka; excerpts from "The Chaperons,"
Witmark: Introduction and waltz. "On the
Beautiful Rhlae," Keler Bela, finale, "Mili¬
tary Maiden," 'Wheeler.

BILL PASSED AT LAST
Senate Ends Seventy Days' De

liberation on Rates.

VOTE 71 YEAS TO 3 NAYS

No Manifestation When Result Was
Announced.

SCENES IN CLOSING DEBATE

Mr. Bailey Declared That the Measure

Was a Vast Improvement Over

the Existing Law.

The railroad rate bill as passed by the
Senate provides:
Tha: the interstate commerce commission

.hall Investigate charges of unjust and un¬
reasonable rates of common carriers.
If discriminations are found, the commis¬

sion Is empowered to fix a Just and reason¬
able maximum rate.
Orders of the commission go into effect

within thirty days and continue in force
for two years, unless set aside by the com¬
mission or a court.
The penalty for disobedience of the or¬

ders of the commission is a fine of $6,000
daily.
United States circuit courts shall have

Jurisdiction over suits to annul acts of the
commission, the granting of interlocutory
decrees without hearings and making ap¬
peals direct to the supreme court.
Oil pipe lines, express and sleeping car

companies are declared common carriers.
The commission has access to the ac¬

counts of the companies affected.
After seventy days of almost continuous

deliberation, the Senate at 4:53 yesterday
afternoon passed the railroad rate bill by
the practically unanimous vote of 71 to 3-
The three negative votes were cast by Sen¬
ator Foraker, republican, of Ohio, and Sen¬
ators Morgan and Pettus, democrats, Ala¬
bama. There was a somewhat larger at¬
tendance of senators than usual, but the
attendance in the galleries was by no
means abnormal, and there was no mani¬
festation of any kind when the result was
announced. There was, however, an al¬
most general sigh of relief among sen¬

ators.
The bill has received more attention from

the Senate and from the country at large
than any measure that has been before
Congress since the repeal of the purchas¬
ing clause of the Sherman act in 1893. It
was reported to the Senate February 26,
and was made the unfinished business on
March 12. From March 12 to May 4 the
bill was under discussion, without limitation
on the duration of speeches, fifty-eight of
which were delivered. Many of these were
prepared with great care, and two of them
consumed more than a day's time in de¬
livering. Senator La Follette. the Junior
senator from Wisconsin, spoke for three
days ,and Senator Daniel of Virginia for
two days. Senators Bailey, Foraker, Lodge,
Rayner, Dolllver and others spoke for one
entire day.
For twelve days the bill has been under

consideration under a rule limiting speeches
to fifteen minutes each. The debate has
at times 'been earnest and animated. but
for the most part devoid of personality as
between senators, tiie past few days, how¬
ever, having called out some caustic crit¬
icisms of the President and of some news¬
paper correspondents by Senator Bailey.

The Closing Debate.
In the closing debate Senator La Fol¬

lette took Issue with Mr. Dolliver's con¬
tention that the pending bill was a com¬

pliance with the President's recommenda¬
tion, saying that the contrary was true,
and that It did not contain provisions that
would enable the interstate commerce com¬
mission to ascertain what are either Just
or reasonable rates. He also deprecated
the iilea of making it a party question. "It
may be done here, but not in the country
at large," he said; "you cannot divide the
people at large on the question as to wheth¬
er the railroads shall serve the people
equitably and Justly."
Speaking of the defeat of his own

amendments he said: "They were voted
down by republican colleagues who had
been lined up under the leadership of New
England senators." He contended that the
addition of his amendments would have
strengthened the measure, and they should
have Deen accepted. He then entered upon
an argument against overcapitalization
and said that so long as It was permitted
the question would remain a live issue. "It
will not be possible to keep It within the
closed doors of the committee rooms," he
said in conclusion.
Senator Morgan announced his Intention

to Join Mr. Foraker In voting against the
bill, and said that the advocates of the
measure had themselves furnished suffi¬
cient reason for his position if he had no
convictions of his own. He had no fear of
public sentiment, he declared, and an¬
nounced his conviction that the people of
Alabama would sustain him In his course.
He said that the course of the railroads in
connection with recent disasters had shown
such liberality on their part as to con¬
vince him that railroad men do not deserve
unconditional condemnation. He expressedthe further opinion that the railroads have
been able to draw to their support more
talent than can be found in Congress.
"Having performed my duty In offering
amendments which were not adopted, I
shall have supreme satisfaction in voting
no on the final roll call," he said. He said
that the law contains provisions inimical
to the interests of Alabama, and intimated
that the governor of that state would take
early stepH to test Its validity in the su¬
preme court.

Improvement on Present Law.
Senator Bailey announced his conviction

that fhe bill was a vast improvement over
the existing law, and said he would vote
for It. "If not perfect It can be amended,
and if the carriers do not respect and obey
this milder law Congress will pass a law
with teeth In k.with teeth of metal that
will hurt." He thought some mistake had
been made in voting down amendments,
"but even with these deficiencies the bill
deserves to receive not only the votes of
Congress but the approval of the people.If the carriers evade It on them will fall
the consequences.
"If the law proves insufficient our suc¬

cessors will remedy our mistakes,'. he said.
"They can and will only complete their
work when they write out the maximum
rate and write In the absolute rate. It Is
for the shippers to decide whether there
shall be a drastic law."
That the bill was Incomplete and frag¬

mentary was the opinion expressed by Sen¬
ator Newlands, but he announced his pur¬
pose to vote for It as an advance on presentlaw.
Anxious as were senators by this time to

reach a vote there was nevertheless much
Interest manifested when Senator Tillman
took the fioor. After announcing his Inten¬
tion to vote for the bill as "the best he
could get," he entered upon the task of
acknowledging the Instrumentality of the
President In securing the legislation. He
came bluntly to the point, saying: "But for
the work of Theodore Roosevelt in bringingthis matter to the attention of the country
we would not have had any bill at all. ItIs true that the idea was not his. and thatthe demand for the legislation was madeIn three democratic platforms; neverthelesshe selied upon the idea, and the success ofthe Issue Is largely duo fo his advocacy. I
can't congratulate him on his victory, for I
think we should have had a better bill."
He complimented the republican party on

its practical unanimity, but predicted that
some scars would remain as the result of
the conflict that has taken place within
the party ranks. He expressed the opinion
that if the bill fails to give the relief sought
It will be because the people go to sleep,
and in conclusion expressed his own sense
of relief in getting rid of the responsibility
Imposed upon him as the senator In charge
of the measure.
The consideration of the bill was finished

with the reading of a brief statement from
Senator Dubois, absent because of Illness,
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to the effect that he desired to be recorded
as favorable to Its passage.
After the last of the general speeches on

the rate bill had been heard, Senator Frye,
who occupied the chair, was prompt in put¬
ting the bill to a vote.
"Let us have the ayes and noes," was

heard from a dozen senators. A roll call
was ordered. There was an unusual at¬
tendance and the voting proceeded with ex¬

ceptional rapidity. Explanation was made
on be'half of practically all of the absentees
that If present their votes would be In the
affirmative.

The Boll Call.
The roll call resulted In the passage of

the bill by a vote of 71 to 8, as follows:
Yeas.Alger. Allee, Allison, Ankeny, Ba¬

con, Bailey, Berry, Beveridge, Blackburn,
Brandegee, Bulkeley, Burke<t, Burnham,
Carmack, Carter, Clapp, Clark (Mont.),
Clark (Wyo.), Clarke (Ark.), Clay, Crane,
Culberson, Cullom. Daniel, Dick, Dilling¬
ham, Dolliver, Dryden, Elklns, Flint, Fos¬
ter, Frazler, Frye. Fulton, Galllnger,
Gearin, Hale, Hansbrough, Hemenway,
Hopkins, Kean, Knox, LaFollette, Latimer,
Lodge, Long, McfYeary, McCumber, Mc-
Enery, McLaurin, Mallory, Martin, Millard,
Nelson. Newlands, 'Nixon, Overman, Pen¬
rose, Perkins, Piles, Rayner, Scott, Sim¬
mons, Smoot, Spooner, Stone, Taliaferro,
Teller. Tillman, Warner, Wetmore.71.
Nays.Foraker, Morgan, Pettu.s.3.
The absentees were Messrs. Aldrich, Bur¬

rows, Burton. Depew, Dubois, Gamble, Gor¬
man, Heyburn, Kittredge, Money, Patter¬
son. Piatt, Proctor, Sutherland and Warren.

It was 4:53 p.m. when the chair announc¬
ed the result, and eight minutes afterward
the Senate adjourned until Monday.

AN UNSUCCESSFUL FILIBUSTER.

House Passes Bill to Pay Estate of
Samuel Lee $10,482.

Reminiscent of the stressful days of the

Forty-seventh Congress were the scenes In

and about the House yessterday. Hardly
had the journal of the House been approved
when the democrats under the leadership
of Mr. Williams of Mississippi began the
first real fllllbuster in that body In a num¬

ber of years, their object being to defeat
the bill paying to the estate of Samuel
Lee of South Carolina $10,482 for allow¬
ances made by reason of the contest of Lee.
a negro, for a seat in the Forty-seventh
Congress.
The bill has been reported favorably at

nine Congresses.six times by republicans
and three times by democrats. The cer¬

tificate of election which Lee contested
wrb given to John 8. Richardson. The
committee on elections reported in favor
of Lee. A vote was taken on the resolu¬
tion to give him the seat held by Rich¬
ardson, 124 voting in favor of the resolu¬
tion, 114 against. Lee's contest advanced
no further. The democrats began a noted
fllllbuster, and the Forty-seventh Congress
died by operation of law without a quorum
being present.
Yesterday's filibuster followed along sim¬

ilar lines, Mr. WilUams resorting to every
known parliamentary tactic to encompass
the defeat of the measure.
There were numberless roll calls and still

more divisions demanded and taken, and
the curtain was finally rung down on scenes
whose beginning go back twenty-six years.
The bill was finally passed.

Volunteer Readings and Music.
The following Is the program for volun¬

teer readlrgs and music tn the reading room
for the blind at the Library of Congress,
2:30 to 3:80 p.m.: Tuesday, May 22, Mrs.
Marion Longfellow O'Donoughue; Thurs¬
day, May 24, piano and song recital by
Mt&s Minna Schott and Mtes A. Claire Mur¬
ray: Saturday, May 23, Miss Noyes. The
door to the reading room will be closed
.promptly at 2:80 p.m., and will be opened
thereafter only between the numbers on tha
program,

ROCKVILLE AND VICINITY.

General and Personal News of Mont¬
gomery County.

Special Correspondence of The Star.
ROCKVILLE. Md., May 10, 1006.

The bids received by the county commis¬
sioners for the construction, under the
Shoemaker law, of a mile of pike In Rock-
vllle district, beginning at the corporation
limits of Rockvllle and extending along
the Frederick road toward Galthersburg,
were above the estimate of the state high¬
way commissioner. Messrs. Charles A.
Clagett and Daniel Kraft bid $7,005.50 for
the work, and J. F. KUlen of Washington
bid J7,S7«. " he estimate of tha h'.*hwJ.>"
commissioner is understood to have been
about $0,300. For the construction of the
mile in Poolesville district the bid of the
M. J. Grove Lime Company was $6,137.70.
John E. Poole has been appointed a con¬

stable for Poolesville district, and has filed
hij bond and qualified belore the clcrK.
of the circuit court.
Special music will be a feature of the

services at St. John's Catholic Church,
Forest Glen, tomorrow morning. A quar
tet, consisting of Mrs. Chase, Miss Blanche
Young, Mr. Duffy and a selected tenor, will
render several selections, and Mr. Hall of
Washington will preside at the organ and
act as director.
Rev. James M. Nourse of Washington will

occupy the pulpit of the Rockvllle Presby¬
terian Church tomorrow morning.
Col. Spencer C. Jones has gone to south¬

western Virginia on business.
Messrs. William Oftutt and Ernest Hil¬

ton, who are In the employ of a surveying
corps In western Pennsylvania, arrived 'In
Rockvllle a day or two ago on a visit to
their parents.
At a meeting of the orphans' court for

this county the last will and testament of
James K. Groomes was admitted to pro¬
bate. and record and letters testamentary
were granted to Walter H. Groomes with¬
out bond; letters of administration on the
personal estate of Edward L. Heim were
granted to M&linda S. Helm, bond, $2,500,
and the last will and testament of Lewis H.
Jackson was admitted to probate, and rec¬
ord and letters testamentary were granted
to Hatton A. Waters, bond, $1,500.
Mrs. Mary R. Haslup, president of the

Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Maryland, addressed a meeting at Brighton
today, It being the first of a series of meet¬
ings arranged by Mrs. Haslup for this
county. Tomorrow she will address meet¬
ings at Colesville and Lay Hill; Monday
she will hold a meeting at Galthersburg,
Tuesday at Travllah and Wednesday at
Kensington. In addition to Mrs. Haslup,
the meetings will be addressed by Mrs.
Sarah T. Miller, president of the Mont¬
gomery County Union; Mrs. Margaret Dye
Ellis, national superintendent of legislation,
and others.
Montgomery ccunty Is experiencing a dis¬

astrous drouth. For a month no rain has
fallen, and as a result vegetation generally
itas suffered greatly. The grass crop will
be a failure, and unless relief comes within
a day or two the corn crop and gardens
generally will be practically ruined. Grow¬
ing wheat has so far not suffered much.

Hillsdale Citizens Meet.
At a recent meeting of the Hillsdale Citi¬

zens' Association held In Odd Fellows' Hall,
on Sumner avenue, a letter was read from
the office of the Commissioners of the Dis¬
trict. In reply to a request made through
the executive committee. Informing the as¬
sociation that It Is "not deemed advisable
to grant request of the 30th ultimo for per¬
mission to construct walks In Hillsdale
with the boards taken from the floor of the
navy yard bridge, as the boards In ques¬
tion are too badly worn to be used for such
purpose, even were the policy of the Com¬
missioners favorable to the construction of
any board walks."
A petltiofr was presented from citlsens of

Sumner avenue asking that the Commis¬
sioners be urged to Improve certain streets.
It being explained that what was partlcu-

larly desired was graveling of the street as
far as B street and of Wade avenue to
Stevens avenue. The association adoptedthe petition and ordered that the necessary
communication toe forwarded to the Com¬
missioners concerning the same. It was
decided not to include Howard and Stevens
avenues and A street in the list.
A reply was directed to be sent to the

Capitol Heights Citizens' Association in re¬
sponse to a communication urging favor¬
able action on Representative Heflin's bill
for separate cars for the white and colored
people In the District, the association tak¬
ing the ground that such a step is wrong
and expressing vigorous condemnation of
the proposal.

HARDEN CAMP MEETS.

Memorial Day Plana of Spanish War
Veterans.

A« the date for the annual election or
officers of the Department of the District of
Columbia, United Spanish War Veterans,
approaches, the six camps of the organi¬
zation are manifesting much interest In
tho matter. At a meeting of Richard J.
Harden Camp last evening, at headquar¬
ters, 719 6th street, that body, on motion
of Department Inspector E. L. Cogan, In¬
dorsed the candidacy of Capt. J. Walter
Mitchell for department commander. At
the same time the camp presented the
iMime of Capt. Charles J. Harlow as a can¬
didate for election as senior vice depart¬
ment commander.
Capt. Harlow Is regarded as one of the

hardest workers for the organization in
this jurisdiction, and he was one of the
most popular commanders of Harden
Camp. In the war with Spain he held a

lieutenancy in the 1st District of Columbia
Volunteer Regiment.
The members decided to give a smoker

ahd camp fire Friday evening, June 1. An
invitation was received by the camp to be
the guests of the Lineal Society of the
Spanish War at Arlington Memorial day.It was accepted unanimously with thanks.
Capt. Harry Walsh, commander of Har¬

den Camp, announced the following Memo¬
rial day appointments: To decorate the
graves of deceased comrades in Mount
Olivet cemetery.Charles W. Gwynne, John
J. O'Brien, Capt. Charles J. Harlow, Wil¬
lism T. Cavanaugh, Benjamin Tubman and
Capt. E. L. Cogan. Oak Hill.William T.
Place. Holy Rood.William Henderson. In
the latter cemetery repose the remains of
the late Gen. F. H. Harrington, who was a
charter member of Harden Camp.
Capt. Walsh extended ah Invitation to

, the members of the other five camps in
the District to attend the camp Are of
Harden Camp the evening of June 1.

Sons of Jonadab.
Georgetown Council, No. 3, Independent

Order Sons of Jonadab, met in Odd Fel¬
lows' hall, 31st street, Monday evening.
Mr. H. A. Warner, worthy chief, called the
council to order and extended a cordial
weioome to the visitors from Hope and
Unity councils. The Initiatory degrees were
conferred and a proposition for member¬
ship was favorably received. A consider¬
able budget of business was disposed of;
an encouraging report from the committee
hevlng In charge the preparations for the
open meeting In Pythian Temple on the
24th Inst, was received, and an echo from
the San Francisco earthquake was listened
to with special interest. This was com-
munlcated in a letter from Mr. J. J. Kelly
of Hope Council, who left Washington for
tbe stricken city some time ago to learn
the fate of a sister, resident there. The
letter announced that the writer's sister
had emerged safely from the disaster vis¬
ited upon the city.
In the good of the order exercises Mr.

John McEvren, In charge, entertaining ad¬
dresses were given BJTMessrs. R. E. Decker,
W. L. Green, George E. Parkhurst, H. A
Warner, Robert F. Poore, D. B. Smith, W.
T., W. L. and Vessey Goldan, Jot? v-
Mason, David Poor*, Jamas J. SpaUman
and Balrd.

LECTURE ON PNAMA.

Woodworth Clum Entertains Audienc#
at Columbia Theater.

The lecture by Mr. Woodworth Clum yes¬
terday afternoon at the Columbia Theater
on the Panama canal was regarded as a
clear, comprehensive and realistic jx>r-
trayal of existing conditions In the canal
zone. Mr. Clum's gr&phio description of
what he saw between Panama and Colon
on the occasion of a recent trip to the
isthmus was supplemented even to details
by a collection of Interesting1 pictures which
were exhibited on the canvas. This com¬
bined method of .presenting a general view
of the great prospective waterway proved
deeply Instructive and entertaining to the
fair sized audience In attendance. At the
conclusion of the lecture Mr. Clum received
very flattering applause.
Mr. Clum at the outset made apologies

for the pictures, which were produced from
negatives taken by him.
In opening his lecture Mr. Clum called at¬

tention to the stupendous character of the
task to which the government of the United
States has set ltserlf. The lecturer gave a
picturesque description of Colon. He then
led his auditors in an Imaginary journey up
the slopes of the foothills to the celebrated
Culebra heights.the mountain which he
said must be cut down and thrown into
the sea. A glimpse of the ancient to'wn of
Panama was shown, as was also a view of
the short section of the canal on the Pa-
clllc coast completed by the French.
In concluding Mr. Clum summed up his

observations and expressed the firm con¬
viction that In due course of time the stars
and stripes would float serenely over a

placid waterway, the highway of a peace¬
ful and a profitable commerce between the
Atlantic and the Pacific.

NEW GARRISON IN VIEW.

Ex-Soldiers and Sailors to Affiliate
With Army and Navy Union.

A number of former soldiers, sailors nnd
marines, who served in the civil, Indian,
Cuban and Philllplne campaigns, met re¬

cently at No. 010 Pennsylvania avenue

lor the purpose of forming a new garrison
to be affiliated with the Army and Navy
Union. A temporary organization was per¬
fected, and an application will be made in
a few days to Adjutant General Schu¬
macher of Brooklyn, N. T:.. for a charter.
The organizers are: A. B. 8crlvener, Wm.

J. Harris. Wm. F. White, Garnett Den-
hem, Arthur Hooper, William P. Welch,
George E. De Vaughan. George W. Shalks-
berger, Samuel S. Wentworth, John Shaw,
Kenneth A. O'Connor and Edward R. Davis
William A. Hlckey, chief of staff, to Na¬
tional Commander J. E. Browne, was del¬
egated to assist in the organization of the
new garrison, and attended the meeting.
The organizers are in communication with
a prominent retired officer of the army,
now a resident of this city, with a view of
obtaining his name on the charter roll, and
also to having the garrison, when regular¬
ly formed, to bear hla name.

Sale of Unimproved Realty.
The unimproved real estate belonging to

the estate of the late Henry Kengla, located
In the northwestern section of the District,
on Tunlaw road, Arizona avenue and Ridge
road between 39th and 46th streets north¬
west. will, under an order of court,,be sold
at public auction the evening of May 23 by
Capt. E. 8. Randall, the executor of the es¬
tate. The property is located In a rapidly
Improving section. It comprises in all about
103 acres, and for the sale has been divided
Into five parcels. The land la to be sold to
settle Mr. KengLa's estate.

Thousands of situations have been ob¬
tained through the want columns of The'
Star.


